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Oshkosh's L-ATV will be the Pentagon's next rugged truck.

Meet the Fast, Tough War Machine That's Replacing the
Humvee
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Oshkosh Defense


By Eric Tegler





For three decades, Army and Marine HMMWVs or "Humvees" have been the

symbol of American military power everywhere U.S. forces have put boots and

tires on the ground. First produced in 1985 by AM General, the Humvee has not

only carried hundreds of thousands of Americans to and from combat, it has

become a cultural icon. Like the legendary Willys Jeep, the Humvee is part of

the language and even spawned a consumer product the Hummer.

Replacing it is a big a deal.

The Pentagon's Joint Light Tactical Vehicle program was tasked to deliver "a

flexible vehicle that balances the payload, performance, and protection critical in

the operating environments of today and tomorrow," says Sean Stackley, the

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research, Development, and Acquisition). This

week, the program made its choice: Oshkosh Defense's Light Combat All-

Terrain Vehicle (L-ATV)
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Why go with Oshkosh? Think back to 2006-7 and you'll remember that American Army soldiers and

Marines were getting clobbered by improvised explosive devices in Iraq. In fact, IEDs accounted for 60

percent of American casualties. The situation was so dire that units were bolting steel plates to their

Humvees for protection. That led to the development of heavy Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP)

vehicles, which worked well in Iraq but not in the mountainous terrain of Afghanistan. There, the Pentagon's

solution was the lighter M -ATV or MRAP All-Terrain Vehicle built by Oshkosh Defense.

Oshkosh Defense

But the Army and Marines needed a lighter vehicle still—something that could go where a Humvee could

go, but with the kind of protection offered by an MRAP or M-ATV. Those were the requirements of the JLTV

program, which this week selected Oshkosh's L-ATV  over offerings from AM General and defense titan

Lockheed Martin. Oshkosh's win sees it walk away with a $6.7 billion contract in low rate initial production

for a program estimated to be worth $30 billion through 2024.

The L-ATV differs from a Humvee in a few key ways. Oshkosh's new vehicle is bigger and will come in two

variations, four-passenger combat vehicles and two-seat combat support vehicles. It carries a maximum

weight of 15,639 pounds. That relatively light sum is one-third less than an M-ATV and allows the L-ATV to

be transported by helicopter. It also gives the new vehicle the off-road mobility and speed of a Baja racer. In

fact, an early development version of the L-ATV became the first military-class vehicle to complete the Baja

1000 desert race in 2010. L-ATV can travel over rugged terrain 70 percent faster than the M-ATV, even to

speed over 100 mph. 

Oshkosh's new offering does all this while offering the ballistic protection of a light tank, according to

Oshkosh senior vice president of defense programs John Bryant. The L-ATV has as much body armor on

the outside as an MRAP. Bryant likens its armor and Core 1080 crew protection system to that of a race

car, which allows its driver to walk away from a horrific wreck.
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The L-ATV's speed and mobility is courtesy of its GM Duramax 6.6-liter V8 turbo-diesel engine and TAK-4i

independent suspension. An optional ProPulse hybrid diesel-electric drive train is also offered and provides

70kW of on-board and export power. The independent suspension is an unequal-length control-arm setup

with coil springs. Completely modular, it bolts up easily and offers 20 inches of independent wheel travel.

(Compare that with Ford's F-150 SVT Raptor R Baja-type production-based racer, which offers 15 inches

of travel.) Reportedly, the L-ATV just drives like a big pickup.

The first Army unit should be equipped with the vehicles in around 2018, and its acquisition would be

complete in 2040. The Marine Corps is set to begin its buy at the start of production and finish in fiscal

2022.

By then, maybe it will have a catchy name. 



MILITARY

Watch an F-35 Gatling Gun Unleash 181
Rounds
The coolest part: That little door that hides the Gatling gun.  

By Andrew Moseman

Sponsored by 

MILITARY

The First Female Graduates Emerge
from the Army's Ranger School
History in the making.  By Megan Friedman

Sponsored by 

WEAPONS

The Slow-Mo Majesty of a Pistol Firing
at 73,000 Frames per Second

Sponsored by 

HiQPdf Evaluation 08/31/2015

http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=Meet+the+Fast%2C+Tough+War+Machine+That%27s+Replacing+the+Humvee&description=Oshkosh%27s+L-ATV+will+be+the+Pentagon%27s+next+rugged+truck.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/35/640x320/landscape-1440624907-oshkosh-mountains.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&text=Meet+the+Fast%2C+Tough+War+Machine+That%27s+Replacing+the+Humvee&via=PopMech
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&media=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/35/640x512/gallery-1440624907-oshkosh-mountains.jpg&description=Meet+the+Fast%2C+Tough+War+Machine+That%27s+Replacing+the+Humvee%20%20-%20PopularMechanics.com
mailto:?subject=Meet%20the%20Fast%2C%20Tough%20War%20Machine%20That%27s%20Replacing%20the%20Humvee&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=Meet+the+Fast%2C+Tough+War+Machine+That%27s+Replacing+the+Humvee&description=Oshkosh%27s+L-ATV+will+be+the+Pentagon%27s+next+rugged+truck.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/35/640x320/landscape-1440624584-oshkosh.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&text=Meet+the+Fast%2C+Tough+War+Machine+That%27s+Replacing+the+Humvee&via=PopMech
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/&media=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/35/640x320/gallery-1440624584-oshkosh.jpg&description=Meet+the+Fast%2C+Tough+War+Machine+That%27s+Replacing+the+Humvee%20%20-%20PopularMechanics.com
mailto:?subject=Meet%20the%20Fast%2C%20Tough%20War%20Machine%20That%27s%20Replacing%20the%20Humvee&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17101/oshkosh-l-atv-new-humvee/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/the-code
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17009/f-35-firing-181-machine-gun-rounds/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17009/f-35-firing-181-machine-gun-rounds/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17009/f-35-firing-181-machine-gun-rounds/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/2752/andrew-moseman/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a16952/women-army-ranger-school/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a16952/women-army-ranger-school/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a16952/women-army-ranger-school/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/1995/megan-friedman/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a16936/pistol-firing-73000-fps/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a16936/pistol-firing-73000-fps/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a16936/pistol-firing-73000-fps/


THE CODE MILITARY HUMVEE OSHKOSH DEFENSE

Check out that mini mushroom cloud.  By Rollin Bishop

ROCKETS

The Engine That Will Take Us to Mars
in 5 Gorgeous GIFs
What a lovely lookin' thing.  By Eric Limer

Sponsored by 

MORE FROM THE CODE

©2015 Hearst Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Privacy Policy Your California Privacy Rights Terms of Use Site Map

Newsletter Digital Editions About Us Media Kit

Press Room Contact Us Community Guidelines Advertise Online

About Our Ads Customer Service Subscribe Other Hearst Subscriptions

Give a Gift Events & Promotions Giveaways Being Green

Why Did I Get This Ad?

A PART OF HEARST DIGITAL MEDIA

    



HiQPdf Evaluation 08/31/2015

http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a16936/pistol-firing-73000-fps/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/13756/rollin-bishop/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/space/rockets/g2131/the-engine-that-will-take-us-to-mars-in-5-glorious-gifs/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/space/rockets/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/space/rockets/g2131/the-engine-that-will-take-us-to-mars-in-5-glorious-gifs/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/space/rockets/g2131/the-engine-that-will-take-us-to-mars-in-5-glorious-gifs/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/12733/eric-limer/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/the-code/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/content/humvee/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/brand/oshkosh-defense/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/the-code
http://www.popularmechanics.com/
https://www.facebook.com/popularmechanics
https://twitter.com/PopMech
https://plus.google.com/+PopularMechanics/posts
http://www.pinterest.com/popmech/?auto_follow=1
https://www.youtube.com/user/popmechshow?sub_confirmation=1
https://preferences.hearstmags.com/brands/POP/u.aspx
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_digital_footer_link
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/about-us/
http://popularmechanicsmediakit.com/
http://www.hearst.com/press-room/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/contact-us/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/community-guidelines/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/advertise-online/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/about-our-ads/
https://w1.buysub.com/pubs/HR/POP/POP_nameAddrEntry_combo.jsp?cds_page_id=41200&cds_mag_code=POP&id=1421430180950&lsid=50161143009011357&vid=1
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_sub_footer_link
http://subscribe.hearstmags.com/circulation/shared/index.html
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_gift_nav_link_footer
http://www.popularmechanics.com/promotions/
http://sweepstakes.popularmechanics.com
http://www.hearst.com/beinggreen/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/oba-policy/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/privacy-policy
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/privacy-policy#california
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/terms-of-use
http://www.popularmechanics.com/sitemap/

