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MILITARY ATV POLARIS

"Drop a grenade on it, and walk away."
Why the Special Forces Are Falling in Love With ATVs
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​You might not be surprised to learn that Marine and Army tactical ground units

have been using lightly militarized all-terrain-vehicles (ATVs) for years. But you

might raise an eyebrow at the way Marines think of ATVs. While personal four-

wheeler might be a treasured possession, the military is ready to blow up its

ATVs at any time.

In a recent video demonstrating Marine training with the Polaris RZR-SW at

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina a civilian safety instructor says (at 1:10):

"If things really get bad, they can turn around, drop a grenade on it, and walk

away." 

Drop a grenade on it?

  

SHARE

  

TWEET



E-

MAIL

181
Shares



PIN

HiQPdf Evaluation 09/14/2015

http://www.popularmechanics.com/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/how-to/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/space/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/#
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_sub_nav_link
http://www.popularmechanics.com/culture/movies/a17319/the-martian-review/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/g2170/10-suddenly-collectible-retro-cars/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/gadgets/a16914/do-you-want-a-nest-thermostat/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/a17331/antique-store-greenhouse-makeover/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/a17299/pumpkin-keg/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/product/atv/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/brand/polaris/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/7575/eric-tegler/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/7575/eric-tegler/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=Why+the+Special+Forces+Are+Falling+in+Love+With+ATVs&description=%22Drop+a+grenade+on+it%2C+and+walk+away.%22&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/38/640x320/landscape-1442261357-mrzr4.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&text=Why+the+Special+Forces+Are+Falling+in+Love+With+ATVs&via=PopMech
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&media=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/38/640x360/gallery-1442261357-mrzr4.jpg&description=Why+the+Special+Forces+Are+Falling+in+Love+With+ATVs%20%20-%20PopularMechanics.com
mailto:?subject=Why%20the%20Special%20Forces%20Are%20Falling%20in%20Love%20With%20ATVs&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=Why+the+Special+Forces+Are+Falling+in+Love+With+ATVs&description=%22Drop+a+grenade+on+it%2C+and+walk+away.%22&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/38/640x320/landscape-1442261756-rzr.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&text=Why+the+Special+Forces+Are+Falling+in+Love+With+ATVs&via=PopMech
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/&media=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/15/38/640x320/gallery-1442261756-rzr.jpg&description=Why+the+Special+Forces+Are+Falling+in+Love+With+ATVs%20%20-%20PopularMechanics.com
mailto:?subject=Why%20the%20Special%20Forces%20Are%20Falling%20in%20Love%20With%20ATVs&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a17336/special-forces-atv-marines-army/


MORE FROM POPULAR MECHANICS

It's a sensible notion when you consider the alternative of letting an enemy seize the equipment. Remember

the headlines from this summer about ISIS driving Humvees around Iraq? Islamic State reportedly captured

more than 2,300 Humvees worth $1 billion in Mosul, where they were left behind by retreating Iraqi forces.

Also, more ATVs are going into military service. The Marines, the Army, and U.S. Special Operations

Command (SOCOM) are all ATV users. In fact, Polaris has been selling ATVs to the military since 2004

and its vehicles have been used in Afghanistan. In June 2015, SOCOM awarded Polaris Defense a

contract for more than 2000 ATVs: 1,750 of the Minnesota-based company's four-seat MRZR-4s, and 300

of its two-seat MRZR-2s.

The military likes these vehicles because they can be transported inside the Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey,

Boeing's MH-47 special operations helicopter, and Sikorsky's MH-53 Pave Low, and dropped from the air.

Special forces, in particular, like ATVs because of the extra mobility they provide, allowing smaller units to

get to a combat area or conduct reconnaissance patrols quickly. Plus, they keep Marines or troops who

would otherwise move on foot fresher.

The Marines featured in the above video are from the Force Reconnaissance Platoon, 2nd

Reconnaissance Battalion, and were training with Polaris RZR-SW, which is a military version of the

company's consumer RZR 800 ATV. Thus far, the Corps is using the RZR-SW as a training and utility tool,

though in the future units like the Force Recon platoon may deploy with ATVs. Various U.S. Special Forces

have already done so.

Polaris MRZR-4
Polaris

The two-seat RZR-SW began selling in 2009 as the first RZR customized for military use. It uses a 760cc

twin-cylinder engine mated to an automatic transmission and all-wheel drive system. Its four-wheel

independent suspension offers 12 inches of travel. Weighing about 1,200 pounds, the RZR-SW will do

approximately 65 mph over mild terrain and can carry 1,000 pounds, including two Marines. Features

include a roll cage, cargo box with 500 lb. capacity and litter mounts, and a 7.25-gallon fuel tank.

The RZR-SW's big brother is the MRZR, a fully militarized two or four-seat ATV with a more mission-flexible

modular design, greater payload, and folding roll cage. Both of these ATVs offer ground troops enhanced

mobility and responsiveness.

There's one other advantage: With a unit price of just $16,599 for the RZR-SW, the military can afford to just

toss a grenade and way away when things go south.

We Test the Gibbs Quadski
Amphibious ATV

The Gear You Need for a Top
Turkey Hunt

The Gonzo Go-Kart for the
End of the World

Polaris Sportsman Testing
Video
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