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The First Boeing 727 Flies Again — For 12 Minutes

The former United airliner hasn't flown in a quarter-century.

E Controversial Military Flashlighl” *
Now Available To The Public

Military leaks new LED technology that
is now being called “brightest light ever.”

Museum of Flight

@ By Eric Tegler

Once N7001U takes off from Paine Field in Everett, Washington , the crew won't even retract its
landing gear. Makes sense. It'll only be airborne for just over 10 minutes.
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You can watch the flight live right here:
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WATCH AGAIN

Leslie Shook
"Bitchin' Betty " The Voice Of The F/A-18 Hornet
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The first 727 ever built rolled off the line in 1962 and hasn't flown in 25 years. But it made a trip to
Boeing Field (King County Airport), where it will become a permanent exhibit at the Museum of Flight
in Seattle. United Airlines donated the aircraft to the museum back in 1991, but the 25-year
restoration effort has only now just completed. This is an odd and special aircraft because it was the
prototype 727, but proceeded to go directly into airline service with United. Up until the 777, this

plane was unique among Boeing commercial jets in doing so. Old airliners almost universally go to Forget TNT: Molten Salt Creates A Glorious
the scrapyard but this one will enjoy a new, sedate lease on life, joining Boeing's 737 and 747 Explosion
prototypes at the Museum's new Aviation Pavilion.

Boeing came up with the 727 to meet conflicting airline requirements. While its customers agreed on
the need for an airplane smaller than the 707 to serve smaller cities with shorter runways, some
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wanted a four-engine aircraft for flights to high-altitude airports, Others favored a twin-engine design

AL LY Ane 010
commercial flights were legally barred from flying overwater routes that took them more than 60
minutes flying time to an airport. So Boeing designed a tri-jet with three engines.

for efficiency. Still others wanted an airliner for over\/\é{é

The 727 proved to be a great aircraft for short and medium-haul routes and Boeing eventually built
1,832 of them. Until the ubiquitous 737 came along, this was the most successful commercial
airplane program ever. Boeing rolled out the 727-100 on November 27, 1962 and it made its first
flight from Boeing's Renton, WA factory on February 9,1963. Its first landing happened at Paine
Field, its soon-to-be-former home.

Boeing 727 and 787

Museum of Flight

N7001U was delivered to United Airlines in October 1964. It spent over two decades with the airline
where it racked up 64,495 flight hours, made 48,060 landings, and flew an estimated three million
passengers. United paid $4.4 million for the airplane and it paid them back handsomely, generating
revenues of more than $300 million during its career.

A small team of volunteers including former United or Boeing employees led by Bob Bogash, a 30-
year Boeing veteran, has labored at the Museum of Flight's restoration facility at Paine Field for two
decades, overcoming funding challenges and missing parts (many of which were cannibalized for
other 727s in the early 1990s). In a turnabout, the team acquired the parts it needed from two other
727s donated to the museum in 2004 and 2005 by FedEx and Clay Lacy Aviation.

Painted in its original United livery, the 727 lifted off from Paine Field and headed directly for Boeing
field flying with an FAA Special Flight Permit. A crew of three including pilot, Tim Powell,

were aboard, using the minimum flight systems, instruments, and fuel to make the hop. Last week,
the team made successful high-speed taxi tests, reaching about 100 knots on the runway at Paine
Field.

"Now this historic airplane can taste the skies and feel the wind beneath her wings for one last time,"
says Bogash. "That will make all the hard work more than worth it."
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s

Buy One, Get One Daily Deals up to Scott Kelly Is Now Russia's New Fighter  This Kickstarter Civil War Shipwreck
Free & Free Shipping 70% off Two Inches Taller Plane Has Backward Wants You to Turn Just Found in North
and Exchanges Zulily.com/Dresses Than When He Left Wings Plastic Bottles Into Carolina

SR ST 1 Earth Strong Ropes

Sponsored 8


http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/flight/a19627/the-first-boeing-727-will-fly-againfor-12-minutes/&media=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/16/08/1600x918/gallery-1456438140-727-and-787-from-tarmaclr.jpg&description=The+First+Boeing+727+Flies+Again%E2%80%94For+12+Minutes%20%20-%20PopularMechanics.com
https://www.museumofflight.org/727-final-flight
http://www.affyieldmb.com/rd/r.php?sid=4178&pub=271270&c1=Hearst&c2=Ad1&c3=PM+Desktop+recommendation
http://www.affyieldmb.com/rd/r.php?sid=2325&pub=271270&c1=Hearst&c2=Ad5&c3=PM+Desktop+recommendation
http://www.popularmechanics.com/space/a19749/scott-kelly-is-now-two-inches-taller-than-when-he-left-earth/?click=my6sense
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a19760/russias-new-fighter-trainer-has-backward-wings/?click=my6sense
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/tools/a19767/this-kickstarter-wants-you-to-turn-plastic-bottles-into-strong-ropes/?click=my6sense
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/news/a19800/an-unidentified-civil-war-shipwreck-was-just-discovered-in-north-carolina/?click=my6sense

Learn more

HiQPdf Evaluation 03/09/2016
More From

FLIGHT

FLIGHT

FLIGHT

DRONES

DRONES

Watch This Insane Skydive From a 65-Year-0ld
Plane

How do you jump out of a 65-year-old plane without killing yourself? Very
carefully.
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Cleaning Hands-Free Airplane
Bathroom

It can't come to planes soon enough.

This Shoulder-Mounted Launcher Will
Take Out a UAV With a Net

Nothing but net.

Proposed State Law Would Give Cops
the Freedom to Shoot Down Drones

The FAA is less than thrilled at the prospect.
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