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We Drive the JLTV, the Humvee's Successor
The stronger, faster, and much safer replacement for the popular but vulnerable Humvee is finally here.
And we got to drive it.
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Keep your hands loose on the wheel. I remind myself of this as we fly across a

section of footdeep ruts at 20 mph. You want to let the independent

suspension do the work and give the steering wheel freedom to move. In

almost any other vehicle, I'd have lost steering control, plowed the front end,

and possibly rolled over.

As one of the first civilians allowed behind the wheel of the military's new

Joint Light Tactical Vehicle from Oshkosh Defense, I'm a little nervous. I'm

driving a 14,000pound armored truck that costs $399,000, and I'm doing it

in front of the engineers who designed it.

The JLTV will slowly phase out AM General's iconic Humvee in U.S. Army

and Marine Corps vehicle fleets.When it debuted in 1985, the unarmored

Humvee was designed for personnel and cargo transport behind the lines.

That made it vulnerable in Iraq and Afghanistan where hastily added armor

provided a flawed and temporary solution. The JLTV, however, is built for

driving among the IEDs, rocketpropelled grenades, and smallarms fire of

the modern battlefield. Oshkosh's CORE1080 crewprotection system wraps

the cabin in an armored shell. Underneath the floor, a convex hull deflects

blasts and shields the cabin from IEDs.

The JLTV is essentially a light tank with 43inch Michelin wheels. That's

clear when you try to open the driver's door, whose weight, like many things

on the JLTV, is classified. With inchesthick steel and a small ballisticglass

window, it feels close to 350 pounds. Once I strongarm it ajar and climb into

the driver's seat, I feel like I've entered a vault. An unexpectedly comfortable

one.

Where the Humvee's seats are flat to the floor, the JLTV's are raised to give

your knees some room to bend. There's more cushioning, and the seat backs

feature cutouts to accommodate troops' hydration packs. Big center and

passengerside dash displays look like they belong in an F/A18 cockpit,

offering critical vehicle data, tactical information, and an allimportant

backup camera. A standard HVAC control panel offers blessed air

conditioning, and there are even USB ports.

Oshkosh Defense

Start it up, and you hear the JLTV's big alternator producing massive

amounts of electricity. It changes audibly with the rpm, even over the roar of

the Banks 866T turbodiesel engine (based on GM's Duramax 6.6liter V8

diesel). With 20 inches of suspension travel—up to seven more than Ford's F

150 Raptor—the JLTV floats over the terrain like a Baja trophy truck. It

inspires more confidence than the Humvee, which I drove on the same course

for comparison. At half the speed of the JLTV, I could feel instability and

steering kickback over the ruts through the Humvee's thinrimmed steering

wheel. Over large moguls, I bottomed the suspension, momentarily losing

steering control.

Speed, control, and offroad capability are just as beneficial to the JLTV as

its armor. Because if you can be unpredictable—if you can maneuver away

from roads and mines at 70 mph or more—the hope is that the armor won't

be necessary at all.





Meet JLTV, the Humvee's Replacement

PM Designs the Next Generation Humvee

Advertisement - Continue Reading Below

Caterpillar Bulldozers Are Leading the
Fight Against the Islamic State

What Would a 21st Century Battleship
Look Like?

The Air Force is Reactivating the Giant C-
5 Galaxy

Watch the U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense
System Intercept a Mock Warhead

Pentagon Scores a Success in Missile
Defense Test

The MV-22 Osprey Packs Some Real
Firepower Even If You Can't See It

North Korea Tests Possible "Carrier
Killer" Missile

How U.S. Navy Radars Can Be Scaled for
Any Size Ship

5 of the Largest Tanks Ever Conceived The Pentagon Will Test Shooting Down
An Intercontinental Missile for the First
Time

MORE FROM MILITARY

Newsletter Digital Editions About Us Media Kit

Press Room Contact Us Community Guidelines Advertise Online

About Our Ads Customer Service Subscribe Other Hearst
Subscriptions

Give a Gift Events & Promotions Giveaways Being Green

Why Did I Get This Ad? BestProducts

A PART OF HEARST DIGITAL MEDIA

     



CARS HOW TO ADVENTURE TECH SHOP

Page 1 / 4

http://www.popularmechanics.com/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/how-to/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/adventure/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/
https://shop.popularmechanics.com/
https://www.facebook.com/popularmechanics
https://twitter.com/PopMech
https://plus.google.com/+PopularMechanics/posts
http://www.pinterest.com/popmech/?auto_follow=1
https://www.youtube.com/c/popularmechanics?sub_confirmation=1
https://instagram.com/popularmechanics
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_sub_nav_link
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_gift_nav_link
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_digital_nav_link
http://www.popularmechanics.com/culture/movies/g3086/best-time-travel-movies/
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/popularmechanics/pop_sub_nav_link
http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/how-to/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/adventure/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/
https://shop.popularmechanics.com/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/flight/a26715/stratolaunch-rolls-out-of-hangar
http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/a26056/car-areas-people-always-forget-to-clean
http://www.popularmechanics.com/adventure/sports/a26280/americas-cup-yachts-oracle-team-usa
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/&media=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/21/1600x800/gallery-1495822778-jltv21.jpg&description=We Drive the JLTV%2C the Humvee%27s Successor  - PopularMechanics.com
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/7575/eric-tegler/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/author/7575/eric-tegler/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=We+Drive+the+JLTV%2C+the+Humvee%27s+Successor&description=The+stronger%2C+faster%2C+and+much+safer+replacement+for+the+popular+but+vulnerable+Humvee+is+finally+here.+And+we+got+to+drive+it.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/21/1600x800/landscape-1495822778-jltv21.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/&text=We Drive the JLTV%2C the Humvee%27s Successor&via=PopMech
sms:?&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/?src=social-text
mailto:?subject=We Drive the JLTV%2C the Humvee%27s Successor&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/flight/a26715/stratolaunch-rolls-out-of-hangar
http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/a26056/car-areas-people-always-forget-to-clean
http://www.popularmechanics.com/adventure/sports/a26280/americas-cup-yachts-oracle-team-usa
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=We+Drive+the+JLTV%2C+the+Humvee%27s+Successor&description=The+stronger%2C+faster%2C+and+much+safer+replacement+for+the+popular+but+vulnerable+Humvee+is+finally+here.+And+we+got+to+drive+it.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/21/1600x800/landscape-1495822778-jltv21.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/&text=We Drive the JLTV%2C the Humvee%27s Successor&via=PopMech
sms:?&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/?src=social-text
mailto:?subject=We Drive the JLTV%2C the Humvee%27s Successor&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/news/a26505/we-ride-in-jltv-next-humvee/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=Caterpillar+Bulldozers+Are+Leading+the+Fight+Against+the+Islamic+State&description=Armored+bulldozers+act+as+mobile+fortresses+against+mines+and+suicide+bombers.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26730/bulldozers-leading-the-fight-against-isis/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/1600x800/landscape-1496339400-2741739.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26730/bulldozers-leading-the-fight-against-isis/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26730/bulldozers-leading-the-fight-against-isis/&text=Caterpillar Bulldozers Are Leading the Fight Against the Islamic State&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=Caterpillar Bulldozers Are Leading the Fight Against the Islamic State&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26730/bulldozers-leading-the-fight-against-isis/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=What+Would+a+21st+Century+Battleship+Look+Like%3F&description=The+fictional+USS+Montana+would+pack+a+modern+battlewagon%27s+wallop.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26717/what-would-a-21st-century-battleship-look-like/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/1024x512/landscape-1496258385-gettyimages-517812552.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26717/what-would-a-21st-century-battleship-look-like/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26717/what-would-a-21st-century-battleship-look-like/&text=What Would a 21st Century Battleship Look Like%3F&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=What Would a 21st Century Battleship Look Like%3F&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26717/what-would-a-21st-century-battleship-look-like/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=The+Air+Force+is+Reactivating+the+Giant+C-5+Galaxy&description=The+planes%2C+retired+in+a+cost-cutting+move%2C+are+roaring+back.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a26716/air-force-reactivating-c-5-galaxy/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/1600x800/landscape-1496255118-3367252.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a26716/air-force-reactivating-c-5-galaxy/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a26716/air-force-reactivating-c-5-galaxy/&text=The Air Force is Reactivating the Giant C-5 Galaxy&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=The Air Force is Reactivating the Giant C-5 Galaxy&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a26716/air-force-reactivating-c-5-galaxy/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=Watch+the+U.S.+Ballistic+Missile+Defense+System+Intercept+a+Mock+Warhead&description=The+ground-based+interceptor+destroyed+the+target+in+a+direct+collision.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26711/icbm-intercept-test-video/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/640x320/landscape-1496248299-intercept2.gif&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26711/icbm-intercept-test-video/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26711/icbm-intercept-test-video/&text=Watch the U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense System Intercept a Mock Warhead&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=Watch the U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense System Intercept a Mock Warhead&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26711/icbm-intercept-test-video/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=Pentagon+Scores+a+Success+in+Missile+Defense+Test&description=+The+military%27s+oft-criticized+missile+defense+program+has+scored+a+triumph%2C+destroying+a+mock+warhead+over+the+Pacific+Ocean.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26704/pentagon-scores-a-success-in-missile-defense-test/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/1600x800/landscape-1496238376-south-korea-koreas-te-mose-1.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26704/pentagon-scores-a-success-in-missile-defense-test/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26704/pentagon-scores-a-success-in-missile-defense-test/&text=Pentagon Scores a Success in Missile Defense Test&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=Pentagon Scores a Success in Missile Defense Test&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/news/a26704/pentagon-scores-a-success-in-missile-defense-test/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=The+MV-22+Osprey+Packs+Some+Real+Firepower+Even+If+You+Can%27t+See+It&description=Tail+and+belly-mounted+machine+guns+give+this+flier+a+serious+sting.+&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26696/mv-22-ospery-weapons/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/640x320/landscape-1496174715-ospro.gif&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26696/mv-22-ospery-weapons/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26696/mv-22-ospery-weapons/&text=The MV-22 Osprey Packs Some Real Firepower Even If You Can%27t See It&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=The MV-22 Osprey Packs Some Real Firepower Even If You Can%27t See It&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26696/mv-22-ospery-weapons/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=North+Korea+Tests+Possible+%22Carrier+Killer%22+Missile+&description=The+new+missile+likely+meant+to+keep+U.S.+aircraft+carriers+at+bay.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26694/north-korea-tests-carrier-killer-missile/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/1496171022-2017-05-30-01-04.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26694/north-korea-tests-carrier-killer-missile/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26694/north-korea-tests-carrier-killer-missile/&text=North Korea Tests Possible %22Carrier Killer%22 Missile &via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=North Korea Tests Possible %22Carrier Killer%22 Missile &body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26694/north-korea-tests-carrier-killer-missile/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=How+U.S.+Navy+Radars+Can+Be+Scaled+for+Any+Size+Ship&description=Raytheon%27s+modular+radar+cubes+can+be+stacked+in+a+variety+of+configurations+for+different+levels+of+coverage.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26691/modular-navy-radar-explainer-raytheon/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/1496158767-may-30-2017-11-39-07.gif&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26691/modular-navy-radar-explainer-raytheon/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26691/modular-navy-radar-explainer-raytheon/&text=How U.S. Navy Radars Can Be Scaled for Any Size Ship&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=How U.S. Navy Radars Can Be Scaled for Any Size Ship&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a26691/modular-navy-radar-explainer-raytheon/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=5+of+the+Largest+Tanks+Ever+Conceived&description=Germany+really+loved+its+crazy+huge+tanks.+&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26682/largest-tanks-ever/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/22/640x320/landscape-1496072040-ezgif-2-cad6a430e2.gif&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26682/largest-tanks-ever/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26682/largest-tanks-ever/&text=5 of the Largest Tanks Ever Conceived&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=5 of the Largest Tanks Ever Conceived&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26682/largest-tanks-ever/?src=social-email
http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=218456798186610&name=The+Pentagon+Will+Test+Shooting+Down+An+Intercontinental+Missile+for+the+First+Time&description=The+goal+is+to+more+closely+simulate+a+North+Korean+ICBM+aimed+at+the+U.S.+homeland.&display=popup&link=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26678/pentagon-missile-north-korea/&picture=http://pop.h-cdn.co/assets/17/21/1600x800/landscape-1495917795-missile-interception-mose.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26678/pentagon-missile-north-korea/&version=v2.3
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26678/pentagon-missile-north-korea/&text=The Pentagon Will Test Shooting Down An Intercontinental Missile for the First Time&via=PopMech
mailto:?subject=The Pentagon Will Test Shooting Down An Intercontinental Missile for the First Time&body=http://www.popularmechanics.com/military/weapons/a26678/pentagon-missile-north-korea/?src=social-email


 FOLLOWSUBSCRIBE

MOST POPULAR

By Eric Tegler May 25, 2017   

Oshkosh Defense

MILITARY ARMY JLTV VEHICLES 2011 SMART FORTWO ELECTRIC DRIVE PASSION COUPE TEST DRIVE

COMPARISON TEST: FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE VS. REAR-WHEEL DRIVE 2011 FORD F-SERIES SUPER DUTY TEST DRIVE

2011 BMW 5 SERIES SPORT SEDAN TEST DRIVE 2011 JAGUAR XJ TEST DRIVE 2011 FORD MUSTANG GT TEST DRIVE

We Drive the JLTV, the Humvee's Successor
The stronger, faster, and much safer replacement for the popular but vulnerable Humvee is finally here.
And we got to drive it.
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Keep your hands loose on the wheel. I remind myself of this as we fly across a

section of footdeep ruts at 20 mph. You want to let the independent

suspension do the work and give the steering wheel freedom to move. In

almost any other vehicle, I'd have lost steering control, plowed the front end,

and possibly rolled over.

As one of the first civilians allowed behind the wheel of the military's new

Joint Light Tactical Vehicle from Oshkosh Defense, I'm a little nervous. I'm

driving a 14,000pound armored truck that costs $399,000, and I'm doing it

in front of the engineers who designed it.

The JLTV will slowly phase out AM General's iconic Humvee in U.S. Army

and Marine Corps vehicle fleets.When it debuted in 1985, the unarmored

Humvee was designed for personnel and cargo transport behind the lines.

That made it vulnerable in Iraq and Afghanistan where hastily added armor

provided a flawed and temporary solution. The JLTV, however, is built for

driving among the IEDs, rocketpropelled grenades, and smallarms fire of

the modern battlefield. Oshkosh's CORE1080 crewprotection system wraps

the cabin in an armored shell. Underneath the floor, a convex hull deflects

blasts and shields the cabin from IEDs.

The JLTV is essentially a light tank with 43inch Michelin wheels. That's

clear when you try to open the driver's door, whose weight, like many things

on the JLTV, is classified. With inchesthick steel and a small ballisticglass

window, it feels close to 350 pounds. Once I strongarm it ajar and climb into

the driver's seat, I feel like I've entered a vault. An unexpectedly comfortable

one.

Where the Humvee's seats are flat to the floor, the JLTV's are raised to give

your knees some room to bend. There's more cushioning, and the seat backs

feature cutouts to accommodate troops' hydration packs. Big center and

passengerside dash displays look like they belong in an F/A18 cockpit,

offering critical vehicle data, tactical information, and an allimportant

backup camera. A standard HVAC control panel offers blessed air

conditioning, and there are even USB ports.

Oshkosh Defense

Start it up, and you hear the JLTV's big alternator producing massive

amounts of electricity. It changes audibly with the rpm, even over the roar of

the Banks 866T turbodiesel engine (based on GM's Duramax 6.6liter V8

diesel). With 20 inches of suspension travel—up to seven more than Ford's F

150 Raptor—the JLTV floats over the terrain like a Baja trophy truck. It

inspires more confidence than the Humvee, which I drove on the same course

for comparison. At half the speed of the JLTV, I could feel instability and

steering kickback over the ruts through the Humvee's thinrimmed steering

wheel. Over large moguls, I bottomed the suspension, momentarily losing

steering control.

Speed, control, and offroad capability are just as beneficial to the JLTV as

its armor. Because if you can be unpredictable—if you can maneuver away

from roads and mines at 70 mph or more—the hope is that the armor won't

be necessary at all.
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Keep your hands loose on the wheel. I remind myself of this as we fly across a

section of footdeep ruts at 20 mph. You want to let the independent

suspension do the work and give the steering wheel freedom to move. In

almost any other vehicle, I'd have lost steering control, plowed the front end,

and possibly rolled over.

As one of the first civilians allowed behind the wheel of the military's new

Joint Light Tactical Vehicle from Oshkosh Defense, I'm a little nervous. I'm

driving a 14,000pound armored truck that costs $399,000, and I'm doing it

in front of the engineers who designed it.

The JLTV will slowly phase out AM General's iconic Humvee in U.S. Army

and Marine Corps vehicle fleets.When it debuted in 1985, the unarmored

Humvee was designed for personnel and cargo transport behind the lines.

That made it vulnerable in Iraq and Afghanistan where hastily added armor

provided a flawed and temporary solution. The JLTV, however, is built for

driving among the IEDs, rocketpropelled grenades, and smallarms fire of

the modern battlefield. Oshkosh's CORE1080 crewprotection system wraps

the cabin in an armored shell. Underneath the floor, a convex hull deflects

blasts and shields the cabin from IEDs.

The JLTV is essentially a light tank with 43inch Michelin wheels. That's

clear when you try to open the driver's door, whose weight, like many things

on the JLTV, is classified. With inchesthick steel and a small ballisticglass

window, it feels close to 350 pounds. Once I strongarm it ajar and climb into

the driver's seat, I feel like I've entered a vault. An unexpectedly comfortable

one.

Where the Humvee's seats are flat to the floor, the JLTV's are raised to give

your knees some room to bend. There's more cushioning, and the seat backs

feature cutouts to accommodate troops' hydration packs. Big center and

passengerside dash displays look like they belong in an F/A18 cockpit,

offering critical vehicle data, tactical information, and an allimportant

backup camera. A standard HVAC control panel offers blessed air

conditioning, and there are even USB ports.

Oshkosh Defense

Start it up, and you hear the JLTV's big alternator producing massive

amounts of electricity. It changes audibly with the rpm, even over the roar of

the Banks 866T turbodiesel engine (based on GM's Duramax 6.6liter V8

diesel). With 20 inches of suspension travel—up to seven more than Ford's F

150 Raptor—the JLTV floats over the terrain like a Baja trophy truck. It

inspires more confidence than the Humvee, which I drove on the same course

for comparison. At half the speed of the JLTV, I could feel instability and

steering kickback over the ruts through the Humvee's thinrimmed steering

wheel. Over large moguls, I bottomed the suspension, momentarily losing

steering control.

Speed, control, and offroad capability are just as beneficial to the JLTV as

its armor. Because if you can be unpredictable—if you can maneuver away

from roads and mines at 70 mph or more—the hope is that the armor won't

be necessary at all.
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We Drive the JLTV, the Humvee's Successor
The stronger, faster, and much safer replacement for the popular but vulnerable Humvee is finally here.
And we got to drive it.
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Keep your hands loose on the wheel. I remind myself of this as we fly across a

section of footdeep ruts at 20 mph. You want to let the independent

suspension do the work and give the steering wheel freedom to move. In

almost any other vehicle, I'd have lost steering control, plowed the front end,

and possibly rolled over.

As one of the first civilians allowed behind the wheel of the military's new

Joint Light Tactical Vehicle from Oshkosh Defense, I'm a little nervous. I'm

driving a 14,000pound armored truck that costs $399,000, and I'm doing it

in front of the engineers who designed it.

The JLTV will slowly phase out AM General's iconic Humvee in U.S. Army

and Marine Corps vehicle fleets.When it debuted in 1985, the unarmored

Humvee was designed for personnel and cargo transport behind the lines.

That made it vulnerable in Iraq and Afghanistan where hastily added armor

provided a flawed and temporary solution. The JLTV, however, is built for

driving among the IEDs, rocketpropelled grenades, and smallarms fire of

the modern battlefield. Oshkosh's CORE1080 crewprotection system wraps

the cabin in an armored shell. Underneath the floor, a convex hull deflects

blasts and shields the cabin from IEDs.

The JLTV is essentially a light tank with 43inch Michelin wheels. That's

clear when you try to open the driver's door, whose weight, like many things

on the JLTV, is classified. With inchesthick steel and a small ballisticglass

window, it feels close to 350 pounds. Once I strongarm it ajar and climb into

the driver's seat, I feel like I've entered a vault. An unexpectedly comfortable

one.

Where the Humvee's seats are flat to the floor, the JLTV's are raised to give

your knees some room to bend. There's more cushioning, and the seat backs

feature cutouts to accommodate troops' hydration packs. Big center and

passengerside dash displays look like they belong in an F/A18 cockpit,

offering critical vehicle data, tactical information, and an allimportant

backup camera. A standard HVAC control panel offers blessed air

conditioning, and there are even USB ports.

Oshkosh Defense

Start it up, and you hear the JLTV's big alternator producing massive

amounts of electricity. It changes audibly with the rpm, even over the roar of

the Banks 866T turbodiesel engine (based on GM's Duramax 6.6liter V8

diesel). With 20 inches of suspension travel—up to seven more than Ford's F

150 Raptor—the JLTV floats over the terrain like a Baja trophy truck. It

inspires more confidence than the Humvee, which I drove on the same course

for comparison. At half the speed of the JLTV, I could feel instability and

steering kickback over the ruts through the Humvee's thinrimmed steering

wheel. Over large moguls, I bottomed the suspension, momentarily losing

steering control.

Speed, control, and offroad capability are just as beneficial to the JLTV as

its armor. Because if you can be unpredictable—if you can maneuver away

from roads and mines at 70 mph or more—the hope is that the armor won't

be necessary at all.
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